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HEBREW STUDY. 


While aiming at the best results of honest crit- 
ical study in the Old Testament our toil is repaid 
by the quickened interest we feel in the old doc- 
uments familiar from childhood in an English 
dress. The traveler who opens his Bible at the 
Red Sea, at Sinai or Jerusalem, and reads the pas- 
sages suggested by geographical associations, 
finds them clothed with an unwonted charm. 
Still more vivid were the impression, if he could 
- enter the very tents and see the very garments 
and utensils of the patriarchs as they were four 
- thousand years ago. Such aids are denied the 

senses and imagination, but, thanks to God, there 
~ remain to us what are far more suggestive and 
precious, those symbols of thought and feeling 
which the language of Abraham, Moses and 
David supplies. By a little intellectual labor we 
may come into close fellowship with men who 
talked with God. In reading the original text, 
one seems to have passed a wall of partition, 
_ through which the lively oracles were before in- 
distinctly heard. Now it is the direct voice of 
the Lord, not the muffled echo of the phono- 
graphs. We now bend over the bubbling fount- 
ain, instead of sipping at the aqueduct. We look. 
on the coin not defaced by use or disfigured by 
such alterations as are needed to secure its circu- 
lation in a foreign land, but fresh from the mint. 
We sit under the shade of the good olive-tree, 
not stunted by grafting or transfer to an unpro- 
pitious clime. Thus divine truth fastens with a 
firmer grasp upon our minds and professional 
_ routine grows less wearisome. 


One very plain truth will always have weight 
with a conscientious minister of the Gospel in 
shaping his plan of study. His main business 


- is pointed out in a short inspired sentence:— 


_ “Preach the word.” By this, Timothy could 
understand only the Jewish Scriptures and they 
still form a large part of the divine Word. Is 
~ it not then a matter of plain common sense, that 
he who is appointed to expound this word should 
acquaint himself thoroughly with its contents? 
The Old Testament comes to him from the Head 
of the Church, given by inspiration of God. But 
what is the Bible? What is the Old Testament? 
_Is it the English version of the law, the psalms 
“and the prophets? Did the-authors of this 


translation or does any one pretend that they 
were preternaturally assisted in their work? 
Granting all that can propetly be said in its 


praise, yet where does a religious teacher find his. 


warrant for ‘accepting a text at second hand 
through the medium of a translation? In times 
past God spake unto the fathers by the prophets 
in Hebrew and Chaldee, not in Latin, German or 
English. It is for the preacher to affirm:— 
saith the Lord,” when he has sought patiently 
and conscientiously the mind of the Spirit as set 
forth in the original documents. If one has the 
means of gaining this first-hand knowledge, and 
through indolence fails to use them, he comes 
within the range of a spirited address long ago 
to the clergy of England: 

‘* How can you endure to have one say:—‘there 
goes an ambassador who cannot read a word of 


the commission and instructions of his prince! . 


There is a spiritual doctor that cannot read a line 


of his supreme Physician’s prescriptions! There 


is a teacher of the divine law that knows nothing 
but what other people tell him of the original 
statutes of heaven! Who would employ a law-- 
yer, if he could not read the original title-deeds 


of an estate? Who would ever send for an ap- — 


othecary who could not read a doctor’s prescrip- 
tion?’”’ 


Such humble ottebintente as would screen one 


from these taunts are not to be disparaged as - 


steps and incentives to higher acquisitions. But 
loyalty to his profession demands of a Biblical 
expositor an ever-growing familiarity with the 
forms, derivations, affinities and varied meanings 
of Hebrew words. This process brings us at 
length into sympathy with Moses and the Proph- 
ets, so that we move in their sphere and catch 
their own shades of thought and sentiment. Un- 


less we become somewhat at home in their lan- — 


guage, their mental states will be imperfectly ap- 
prehended, and, by consequence, inadequately if | 
not erroneously reproduced in another tongue. ~ 


It may be said that not a few ministers have 
acquitted themselves with eminent success with- 
out any knowledge of Hebrew. 

I answer: the usefulness of these men, confes- 
sedly great, might have been much increased by 
this attainment. Neither their piety, their dis- 


cretion, their eloquence nor any other gift would © 


have been endangered or impaired by a funda- 
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mental acquaintance with the sources of religi- _ 


ous truth. For the want of such knowledge, they 
were constantly liable to such attacks as call for 


\- -philological weapons; attacks which, if not fairly 


‘met, inflict needless injury upon professional 


~—*"yeputation and usefulness. The class of preach- 


ers in question may not have had an opportunity 
to study Hebrew. In many instances they have 
deplored this very deficiency, and warned others 
more favored than themselves to beware of neg- 
lecting their privileges. 
(Prof.) Wm. THOMPSON. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Special attention is called to the fact that the 
students of the Correspondence School will have 
the opportunity of carrying on the work during 
the months of July and August. It was at one 
time intended to regard these months as vacation 
months. It has been found necessary, however, 
for the Correspondence School to be arranged 
like a newspaper, and to be kept running the en- 
tire year. Students will understand, therefore, 
that the work will go on during these months as 
usual. 


In as much as no Edition of Tok HEBREW 
STUDENT is issued during July and August, 
there will be no SUPPLEMENT during these 
months. In order that this time might not seem 
too long, the June number has been issued later 
than usual; and the September number will ap- 
pear somewhat earlier. It isa question, however, 
whether the SUPPLEMENT will be continued. It 
has involved a considerable amount of additional 
labor and expense. 

The friends of our work, and those: who are 
engaged in it will be pleased to know that during 
the last. month large accessions have been made 
to the ranks of The Correspondence School. The 
list of new members is much larger than usual, 
and we hope to publish a still larger list, in pro- 
portion, September Ist. It is believed that if a 
reasonable interest is manifested in the matter by 
those who are members, the roll of the School, 

by January next, will have one thousand names. 


And now, a word to those members of The 
Correspondence School, who though desiring to 


do so, have not been able to attend the Summer » 


School. If it is possible, continue your work 
without interruption during the summer months. 
_ It is not the small amount of. work done, that 
‘makes the work of learning the language a difti- 


~ 


cult one, but the small amount of work that is 
not done. One must be doing something, no mat- 
ter how little, all the time. The loss of a month 
involves the additional loss of at least the two 
week’s work preceding the break, and the same 
amount after one has again resumed the study. 
What is to be sought, therefore, is regular, sys- 
tematic and continuous work. 


REDUCTION IN RAILROAD RATES. | 


~ 

Efforts have been made to secure reduced 
rates for persons attending the Summer School. 
Not all to whom application has been made have 
yet responded. We are glad to make the follow- . 
ing announcements, and we hope that by this 
arrangement at least a part of those who attend 
will be saved a portion of the expense. 

The Chicago and Eastern Illinois R. R. will sell 
return-tickets at one-third rate. 

The Chicago, Burlington and Quincy, 

The Chicago, Rock-Island and Pacific, 

The Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul, and 

The Chicago and North Western will charge one 
fare for the round trip. 


In addition to this which was announced last 
month, it may be noticed: 

1) that the Baltimore & Ohio R. R. will allow 
a reduction of one-third each way,-as far East as 
Wheeling, but that in every case a special per- 
mit must be obtained through the Principal; 

2) that all roads centreing in Chicago allow to 
ministers a certain reduction, and that for this. 
reason, it seems to some of them unnecessary to 
make a special rate for the School. 


NOTES AND NOTICES. 


The youngest member of the Correspondence 
School is 19 years of age. He is at present in a | 
Michigan High School and graduates this year. 
WwW ho among the students can boast the greatest _ 
ni.uwver of years has not yet been revealed to the — 
‘Principal. 

Few members of the Correspondence School 
are as faithful and as enthusiastic as those who 
hail from the South. The following letter is a 
sample of the work and the sentiments of one of 


them: 
‘Tt is useless for me to say that I am pleased 
with, and take an interest in this study as thus ‘ 
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conducted. I am delighted with it: it far surpas-— 


ses the old method. My mode of study is, to 

‘pronounce and translate from the Manual the 
first. chapter of Genesis at least once a week. I 

devote about a half hour each day, in the morn- 

ing, before breakfast, to the Lesson-paper, fol- 

lowing strictly and closely the order indicated. 

When I have thus gone over the Lesson I review 

the whole, constantly reading the text of the 

present and preceding Lessons from the begin- 

ning of the chapter in which they occur. Then 

I prepare the task assigned. I find this mode 

‘ fixes the principles firmly and makes me feel at 

home in the language.” 
J. J. ANDERSON. 


PERFECT PAPERS. 

The following perfect Recitation-papers have 
been received since the last issue. From Rey.J. 
J. Anderson, Tuscaloosa, Ala., Nos. 19, 25 and 
28; from Rev. F. M. Peterson, Greensboro, Ala., 


Nos. 15 and 17; from Rev. W. A. Schruff, Sidney, - 


Ohio, No. 15. 


THE HEBREW SUMMER SCHOOL. 


Final. Worps. 

LECTURES.— It is permitted to announce lect- 
ures from Prof, 8. I. Curtiss, D. D., of Chicago, 
and from G. W. Northrup, D. D. Professor 
Curtiss will take as his subject, ‘The Transmis- 
sion of the Hebrew Text,” while Dr. Northrup’s 
_ lectures will consider the Moral Difficulties 
-of the Old Testament. Lectures may also be 
expected from Mr. Benj. Douglass, founder of 
the Douglass professorship of Christian Classics 
~ at Lafayette College; Professor E. L. Curtis, of 
the Chicago (Pres.) Seminary; President D. 8. 
- Gregory, Lake Forest, Ill.; Rabbi B. Felsenthal, 
Zion Synagogue, Chicago, and from other dis- 
tinguished men. 

Frers.—As has been already announ". no 
tuition fees are charged. The entire expense 
exclusive of washing and lights and inclusive of 
‘board and room, &c., has been put at twenty 
dollars. Owing, however, to the fact that already 
all the rooms in the Seminary building are en- 
. gaged, we have been compelled to secure rooms 
elsewhere. Hence an additional sum of five dol- 
_ lars will be charged to cover this unexpected out- 

- lay, making the sum of charges twenty-five dol- 


Rev..8. F. HANcocK, [Prog.] Cleveland, 0. 


lars to those who occupy rooms secured for them 


outside of the Seminary. 
PLAcE.—Morgan Park is situated: ten mites. 


south of Chicago, on the C., R. I. & P. R»R., 
whose depot in Chicago is on the corner of Van- 


Buren and Sherman streets. Members of the 
School can procure ten-ride commutation tickets 


at the Standard office (corner of Dearborn and - 


Randolph streets, McCormick Block) for $1.25. 
The regular fare is forty cents. On arriving at 
Morgan Park, students may report at the office 
of the American Ynstitute of Hebrew, near r the 
depot. 


OPINIONS AND ENCUURAGEMENTS. 


teacher likes to know that his are appreciated by 


his pupils, and 1 desire, accordingly,t0 make my acknowl _ 


“Every 


edgment of the carefulness, thoroughness and vigor ex- 


hibited in the preparation of the Lessons and in the work _ 


of instruction in gene:al. The confidence which was 
inspired at the start has continued undiminished, and the 
has been quite marked.”. 


Pror. H. WIL.is, Philadelphia. 


applied them. Your method is the reverse but more sen- 
sible.” 


Ruy. R. G. CAMPBELL, [El] New Athens, 0. “My time 


“mn 
| Latin and Greek I was taught principles first and then 


is altogether taken up, but I do not regret giving atten- © - 


tion to the Hebrew. I am much pleased with your books 
and methods and believe it to be a complete success.” 


SECOND-HAND BOOKS. 


There have been put in our hands for sale the following ; 


works: 

The Baptist Quarterly, full set, per vol 

The Baptist Review, from beginning, per vol ; 

Davidson’s Analytical Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon, retail 
price, $4.00, will be sold for 

Hebrew Bible, Hahn, in fair condition 

Green’s Hebrew ‘Grammar, third edition, 1873, ‘in excel- 
lent order 

Hebrew Bible, Small 

New Testament in Hebrew 

Gibbs’ Hebrew Lexicon, old but in good ence 1.00 

Vibbert’s Guide to Reading Hebrew. . 50 

Harper’s Hebrew Vocabularies, second-hand.. 

Elements ofHebrew, 


There is offered for sale through The Hebrew Book Ex- 
“change a copy of the Babylonian Talmud warranted to be @ 
perfect copy, bound in calf. Price $45.00. Correspond- 
ence in regard to it may be addressed to The Hebrew 
Book Exchange. 
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NEW MEMBERS. 
May. 


Rey. E. Anderson, (El.) Pass Christian, Miss. 


Geo. D. Baker, (Int.) Detroit, Mich. 
E. P. Barry, (El.) Newton. Up. Falls, Mass. 
QO. L. Brownson, (El.) Appleton City, Mo. 
J. H. Cox, (Prog.) Athol, Mass. 

E. P. Crane, (Prog.) Rutherford, N. J. 


Chas. Cullingford, (El.) Fitchburgh, Mass. 
Rev. R. J. Davidson, (Int.) Oak Grove, Ill. 


J. K. Dixon, (Prog.) Auburn, N. Y. 

G. M. I. DuBois, (Int.) Philadelphia, Pa. 
J. M. Duncan, (Int.) Pine Flat, Pa. 

H. B. Dye, (El.) Sidney, Ia 

O. P. Eaches, (Prog.) Hightstown, N. 
Henry Easson, (Int.) Latakia, Syria. 


_D. R. Eddy, (El.) Brockport, N. Y. 


G. M. Elliott, (Int.) Selma, Ala. 
John Evans, (El.) Long Rapids, Mich. 
J. W. Ferner, (El.) Grundy Centre, Ia. 


J. I. Frazer, (Int.) Beaver Falls, Pa. 


John Fulton, D. D., (El.) St. Louis, Mo. 


Rev. John J. Gorham, (El.) Pemberville, O. 

G. Goucher, (E1.) Fairfax, Vt. 
“ ©. E. Gregory, (El.) Mt. Vision, N. Y. 
“ JL. A. Hall, (Int.) E. Gloucester, Mass. 
“ (¢. T. Hallowell, (El.) Towanda, Pa. ; 
W.H. 8. Hascall, (El.) Providence, R. I. 
“ J. R. Henderson, (Prog.) Penfield, N. Y. 
a Herries, (Int.) Allegheny, Pa. 
Geo. A. Hood, (El) Minneapolis, Minn. 
‘© Q. W. Hutchison, (El.) Mt. Pleasant, Pa. 
“* Alex. Jackson, (Int.) Warren, O. 

Mr. Thos. D. Jenkins, (El.) Fitchburg, Mass. 

Rev. D. Kingrey, (Int.) Burton, Kans. 

“ Lafferty, (Int.) Kirkwood, Il. 

“ H.C. Leavitt, (El.) 8. Londonderry, Vt. 
“J. A. Leavitt, (El.) Leavenworth, Kans. 
“Rev. C. Martindale, (El.) Chicago, Ils. 
“ Thos. McCague, (Int.) Omaha, Neb. 
‘John McClane, (Prog.) Beloit, Wis. 

M. McGregor, (Int.) Fredonia, N. Y. 
B. MclIivane, (Int.) Circleville, Pa. 

“ D.G. McKay, (Int.) Franklinville, N. Y. 


MeMillan, (El.) Fairhill, Dundalk, Ire. 


J.S..McMunn, (Int.) Mechanicsville, O. 
Miller, (Int.) Ekin, Ind. 

“ W. F. Miller, (Prog.) Avondale, O. 
‘Pp. E. Moore, (Prog.) Galesburg, Ill. 

“ D. K. Nesbitt, (El.) Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Outwater, (Int.) Elizabeth, N. J. 

“© M. B. Patterson, (Int.) Allegheny, Pa. 
Packer, (Prog.) Toulon, fl. 

‘¢ J. H. Pickens, (El. ) Selma, Ala. 

M. Provence, (Int.) Columbus, Ga. 
J. Ross, (Int.) Troublesome, Kans. 
“A. W. Runyan, (El.) Saco, Me. 

“EE. C. Simpson, (Int.) Hamilton, O. 

“ J. W. Smith, (Int.) Oil City, Pa. 

Milo Smith, (E1.) Saline, Mich. 

“ T. B. Stewart, (Int.) San Francisco, Cal. 
“ C. M, Surdam, (El.) Brooklyn, Pa. 

“ C. Tanner, (Int.) Owatonna, Mich. 


‘“* Chester C. Thorn, (Int.) Shortsville, N. Y. 


“J. 8. Turnbull, (Int.) Peotone, Kans. 
E. Turner, (Int.) Sussex, Mass. 


“B.A. Van der Berg, (Prog.) Albion, N. Y. 
H. Van Will, (Int.) Williamstown; N -¥. és 


C. 
A.S. Vincent, (Int.) Spring Hill, Ind. 
“ A. Cc. 
J.L. Whittier, (Int.) Willard, Minn. 
8. H. 


Wheaton, (Int.) Morrisonville, N. Y. 


Young, (Int.) Fort Wrangel, Alaska. 
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